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MISSION STATEMENT
To lead in the protection of outstanding natural, historic and recreation areas, and linkages. To 
practice and promote the highest conservation ethics and provide environmental education and 
recreation opportunities to the community. To lead in enhancing quality of life and individual 
health while driving economic development to ensure a sustainable future for our community.

ON THE COVER
McCloud Nature Park turns 20 years old this summer! Our flagship 
park celebrated its Grand Opening on May 3, 2003, and this photo was 
taken during that historic event. Join us this summer at McCloud as 
we celebrate two decades of memories, development, activities, and 
natural beauty!

FEATURES
Summer Day 
Camps
Our Summer Day Camps 
at McCloud Nature Park 
and W.S. Gibbs Memorial 
Park are back! We have a 
nice blend of tried-and-
true favorites, as well as 
new adventures for kids 
to explore with our Park 
Naturalists this summer. 

15

Touch A Truck
Make plans to attend our 
Touch a Truck event at W.S. 
Gibbs Memorial Park this 
summer. We’re bringing in 
big trucks, heavy machinery, 
emergency vehicles, 
radio-controlled cars and 
airplanes, and more! 

16

Pollinator Party
Without pollinators, our 
world would be a very 
different – and challenging 
– place. Join us at McCloud 
Nature Park as we celebrate 
our most famous pollinators: 
bees! 

22

McCloud’s 20th 
Birthday  
McCloud Nature Park 
opened to the public in 
2003, so we are celebrating 
its 20th birthday this 
summer! Learn how our 
department’s first park came 
into existence and how far 
it has come in the past 20 
years. 
17

ARTICLES
  3 Park Guide
  4 Family Programs  
12 Tear-Out Event Calendar

14 Animal Tales
18 Junior Explorers
19 Tadpole Time

20 Homeschool Ecology Series
21 Day in the Life of a Naturalist
23 Programs at the Senior Center
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MAIN OFFICE
955 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 463
Danville, IN 46122
Phone: (317) 718-6188
Weather Hotline: (317) 718-6111
hcparks@hcparks.net
www.HendricksCountyParks.org

PARKS DEPARTMENT 
ADMINISTRATION     
Superintendent
Ryan Lemley
rlemley@co.hendricks.in.us

Assistant Superintendent 
Eric Ivie
eivie@co.hendricks.in.us

Administrative Assistant
Patty Seymour
hcparks@hcparks.net

PROGRAMMING 
Park Naturalist
Sarah Wolf
swolf@hcparks.net

Assistant Naturalists 
Joy Fulk • Joe Lembo • Linda Nichols

MAINTENANCE 
Park Manager
Jim Holtsclaw
jholtsclaw@hcparks.net

Maintenance Assistants
Oather Duncan III • Caleb Hawkins 
Scott Hawkins • Wayne Huffman 
Jason Kittle • Phillip Lawson
Kurt Steuer • Ralph Wilkinson

HENDRICKS COUNTY 
PARK BOARD
Bill DuMond • Brad Eisenhart 
Gary Emsweller • Matthew Freije 
Mike Hayden • Paul Miner • Jeff Pell

PARK BOARD MEETINGS
The Hendricks County Park Board 
generally meets the first Wednesday of 
each month at 2 p.m. in the main office 
although dates and times are subject 
to change (see website for scheduling 
updates). Meeting agendas are posted 
one week prior at the office and at the 
Hendricks County Government Center.  
The public is always welcome to attend 
Park Board meetings.

HENDRICKS COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT
Hon. Daniel F. Zielinski, Judge

HENDRICKS COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
Dennis Dawes • Bob Gentry 
Phyllis Palmer

HENDRICKS COUNTY
COUNCIL
Caleb Brown • David Cox
Larry Hesson • Larry Scott
Eric Wathen • Brad Whicker 
David Wyeth
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 
HCP&R office phone: (317) 718-6188   •   HCP&R office email: hcparks@hcparks.net

For park maps and rules, 
please visit our website: HendricksCountyParks.org

MCCLOUD NATURE PARK

8518 Hughes Rd. • North Salem, IN 
Nature Center: (765) 676-5437  
Park email: mccloudnp@hcparks.net 

PARK AMENITIES
• 232 acres of woods, glacial ravines,  
   prairie, and creek
• 6-1/2 miles of well-marked nature trails  
   (gravel and natural surfaces)
• Fishing and wading in Big Walnut Creek
• Nature Center with interactive exhibits
• Restored 100+ year-old truss bridge
• Regular nature programs
• Picnic pavilion with tables and grills,  
   available for rental
• Arboretum
• Observable live honeybee hives in the  
   summer
• Wetland habitat with boardwalk and  
   observation decks

NATURE CENTER HOURS
May – Oct.: Wed. to Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  
      Sun. 1-5 p.m.
Nov – April: Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

PARK GUIDE

VANDALIA TRAIL W.S. GIBBS MEMORIAL PARK

Trailheads located in Amo & Coatesville
5042 South St. • Amo, IN 
7963 Main St. • Coatesville, IN 
in cooperation with the National Road Heritage Trail 
Association

TRAIL AMENITIES
• 4.1 miles of paved trail
• Great for biking, hiking, running, and  
   walking
• Scenic route featuring wooded and open  
   areas
• Modern restrooms and water fountains at  
   both trailheads (April through October)
• Bicycle pump and repair stations at both  
   trailheads year-round
• Equestrian trail runs parallel to paved trail

4521 Gibbs Road • Danville, IN 

PARK AMENITIES
• 70 acres of woods, prairie, and creek
• Two ponds totaling 5-1/2 acres
• ADA-accessible dock on one pond
• Over 2 miles of trails (gravel and natural  
   surfaces)
• Two ADA-accessible pavilions with picnic  
   tables and grills, available for rental
• 18-hole disc golf course
• Nature-themed playground
• Nature play area
• Picnic areas
• Observation/sledding hill

ALL PROPERTIES ARE FREE TO ENJOY AND
 ARE OPEN FROM DAWN TO DUSK DAILY.

Weather Hotline
(317) 718-6111
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For additional information and to register online, visit www.HendricksCountyParks.org

2023 SUMMER PROGRAM SCHEDULE
Information about McCloud Nature Park, the Vandalia Trail, and W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park can be found on page 3.

Fitness in the Park • 8:30 AM
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

Try a different fitness class on the first Saturday of each month! 
We’re bringing fitness instructors in from a wide variety of 

programs to give you a FREE one-hour introduction to their area 
of fitness expertise – all while you enjoy the natural beauty of 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park! As each month approaches, visit 

HendricksCountyParks.org and our Facebook page to register, find 
out who’s leading Fitness in the Park that month and the details 

of the fitness program being presented. 

May 6  •  June 3  •  July 1  •  Aug. 5

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR

Fish of Big Walnut Creek 
Saturday, May 6 • 1 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
The Big Walnut Creek flows through McCloud Nature Park and is 
abundant with aquatic life. One of those lifeforms is fish! Fill your 
think tank with some fishy goodness as we explore a few of the 

fish who call the Big Walnut Creek home. There will be hands-on 
activities including drawing and games all about fish!

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 6 THROUGH ADULT. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
MUST ATTEND WITH A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FREE TO ATTEND • NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

Join the naturalists at the W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park playground 
for engaging nature play on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month! Each session will bring something new and different 
so don’t miss out! Discover new ways of playing outside!

May 10, 2-4 p.m.   •  May 24, 2-4 p.m.
June 14, 9-11 a.m.  •  June 28, 9-11 a.m.
July 12, 9-11 a.m.  •  July 26, 9-11 a.m.

Aug. 9, 2-4 p.m.  •  Aug. 23, 2-4 p.m.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FREE TO ATTEND • NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS (ONGOING)

Build a rain barrel to take home! 
Learn the benefits of rainwater 
collection and how to set up a 
water collection space at your 
home. This workshop will be 

hands-on, using tools and plumbing 
hardware to construct your own rain 

barrel out of a recycled 55-gallon 
barrel. Hendricks County Parks & 
Recreation is partnering with the 

Hendricks County Soil & Water 
District to bring you this program! 

This workshop is $15 if you’d like to 
build a rain barrel to take home, or 

you can simply observe for free. 
RECOMMENDED FOR ADULTS

FEE: $15/RAIN BARREL (PAYABLE AT 
WORKSHOP)

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MAY 1 
BY CONTACTING TERI LENTS AT 

TERI.LENTS@IN.NACDNET.NET OR 
AT (317) 745-2555

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Build Your Own Rain Barrel 
Thursday, May 11 •  6 p.m.

Porter Farm, 4680 W. US Hwy 36, Danville
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Junior Anglers 
Saturday, May 13 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Dip into the vast sea of fishing with park naturalists! You will 
learn the basics of fishing while using our provided equipment. 
Participants will get hands-on practice with various knots needed 
for fishing as well as proper casting form and fishing safety. 
NOTE: State law requires fishing licenses for anyone age 18+ 
who is actively fishing. If you are simply assisting your junior 
angler, no license is required. Meet at Bluegill Shelter.

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 6 THROUGH ADULT. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
MUST ATTEND WITH A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FEE: $5/CHILD
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MAY 9
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Take Your Parents to the Park
Saturday, May 13 • 1 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
Hey kids! Bring your parent or a grandparent or that special adult 
in your life to the park for this program to entertain them! We will 
lead them in playing games, and you can create a nature-based 

personalized craft for you to gift to someone important for Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, or just because. These programs will offer 

identical craft options, but time will only be provided to make one. 
Games will differ between parks (see page 7); you can register for 

both parks and do both projects and have two different experiences 
if desired. All supplies will be provided. Before or following the 
program, feel free to enjoy the available amenities at the park 

together!
APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST ATTEND WITH A 

PARENT OR GUARDIAN.
FEE: $5/PROJECT

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MAY 9
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 60-90 MINUTES

Touch a Truck
Saturday, May 20 • 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Get up close and personal with machines big and small during 

this event! Featuring classic and new machines, hands-on 
activities, and a chance to learn about radio-controlled (RC) 

vehicles as a hobby! Enjoy snacks from local food trucks while 
you’re there. See page 16 for more information!

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 5 HOURS (ONGOING)

Evening Under the Stars
Saturday, May 27 • 6 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
No need to slip on a dress or tighten the bow tie for this enchanting 

evening under the stars! As the sun sets, gather with other park 
enthusiasts for some history and stories of McCloud Nature Park. 

We’ll be celebrating the 20th anniversary of the park with a 
campfire dinner and gourmet s’mores while making new memories 

to put in the record books. More details can be found on page 
17. Following the program, everyone is invited to stay for the 

Astronomy program and observe various features in the night sky 
from telescope viewing stations.

THIS EVENING IS RESERVED FOR AGES 16 AND UP
FEE: $15/REGISTRANT • ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MAY 17

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS
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Photo by Jonathan Grober

ENJOY ASTRONOMY 
AT MCCLOUD NATURE PARK!

Beyond the realm of our solar system are some of the most 
spectacular objects you’ll ever see! Learn to identify and observe 

them in the deep night sky above McCloud Nature Park! The 
Indiana Astronomical Society will present a brief informational 

session, rain or shine, describing the celestial objects to be 
observed, followed by outdoor stargazing under clear skies only. 
Learn to use the powerful telescopes provided to share, or bring 

your own.

All Astronomy programs are held on Saturdays at McCloud Nature 
Park. They are recommended for ages 6 through adult, FREE to 
attend, and no advance registration is required. Each program is 

approximately 2 hours in duration.

JOIN US ON: 
May 27 at 9 p.m. 
June 24 at 9 p.m.
July 22 at 9 p.m.

Aug. 26 at 8:30 p.m.

Family Fishing Derby
Saturday, June 3 • 9 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

Calling all junior anglers and their families! Bring a pole, bait, 
and a bucket or use our fishing gear, and join the naturalists at 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park’s pond for our annual FREE Family 

Fishing Derby. Earn a fish plaque for your wall and 2023 
bragging rights in one of the three categories: most fish, largest 

fish, or smallest fish caught! No fishing license is required on this 
statewide IDNR Free Fishing Day. Meet at the fishing dock.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Painting in the Park
Saturday, June 10 • 2 p.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon at the park 
while painting this beautiful vase of 

flowers. Instructor Sherri Weir will guide 
participants in step-by-step directions, and all 

participants can be confident to walk away 
with a beautiful piece of art. All supplies are 
provided. This is an outdoor class, so dress 
for the weather.  These painting sessions fill 
quickly, so don’t delay in registering! Meet at 

Firefly Shelter.
RECOMMENDED FOR TEENS AND ADULTS

FEE: $25/PERSON
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 6
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Bike Parade
Thursday, June 8 • 4 p.m.

Vandalia Trail, Amo Trailhead
Decorate your bike, scooter, stroller, or 

wheelchair and let’s go for a ride on the Vandalia Trail! 
Show off your creativity and then join a naturalist and community 

partners for an easy bike ride along the paved trail. The parade 
begins at 4 p.m., so decorate your ride in advance, or arrive early 

to decorate it at the Amo trailhead with supplies that our naturalist 
will bring!

Participants are strongly recommended to wear helmets. The trip 
will consist of a 1.5-mile ride out from the start and a 1.5-mile 

return for a total of three miles. Participants may turn back at any 
point along the trail if they would like to return sooner. Modern 
ADA-accessible restrooms and water fountains are available at 

the Amo trailhead but not at the turn-around point. Dress for the 
weather and bring a water bottle.

BIKING TERRAIN INFO: EASY LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY, 
MOSTLY FLAT PAVED TRAIL, UP TO 3 MILES.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN WHO IS ABLE TO TRAVERSE THE TRAIL.

FREE TO ATTEND • NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
 APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Basic Car Maintenance for  Women
Wednesday, June 14 • 5 p.m.

Avon Jiffy Lube, 7825 E. US Hwy 36, Avon
Going on a girls’ road trip this summer? You’ll need to know some 
basic car maintenance for a more enjoyable trip! Hendricks County 
Parks is partnering with Jiffy Lube in Avon to offer this FREE 
workshop! You will learn how to change a tire, know what all of 
those warning lights mean on the dashboard, and know how to 
check fluids and filters.

RECOMMENDED FOR WOMEN AND TEEN GIRLS (MOTHER/DAUGHTER PAIRS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND TOGETHER!). GIRLS YOUNGER THAN 16 MUST ATTEND 

WITH A REGISTERED PARENT OR GUARDIAN. • FREE TO ATTEND
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 7

(VISIT HENDRICKSCOUNTYPARKS.ORG FOR THE REGISTRATION LINK)
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS
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Family Nature Night: You Can Be a Scientist!
Wednesday, June 21 • 5:30 p.m.

Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library
How many plants and animals can you track down? You and 
your family can contribute to science by taking pictures! It’s 
that easy! Document the plants and animals so that scientists 
can use that information. Use a provided tablet or bring a smart 
phone/device(s) for your children to use – download the free app 
“Seek” to use for this program. We’ll be going outside so dress 
for the weather. Join a Hendricks County Parks naturalist for this 
interactive lesson!

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 10 THROUGH ADULT. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FREE TO ATTEND
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY CALLING (317) 839-6602 BY JULY 14

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION:  1 HOUR

Take Your Parents to the Park
Saturday, June 17 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Hey kids! Bring your parent or a grandparent or that special adult 
in your life to the park for this program to entertain them! We will 
lead them in playing games, and you can create a nature-based 
personalized craft for you to gift to someone important. These 
programs will offer identical craft options, but time will only be 
provided to make one. Games will differ between parks (see page 
5); you can register for both parks and do both projects and have 
two different experiences if desired. All supplies will be provided. 
Before or following the program, feel free to enjoy the available 
amenities at the park together! Meet at Firefly Shelter.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 
16 MUST ATTEND WITH A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FEE: $5/PROJECT
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 12

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 60-90 MINUTES

Becoming an Outdoor Family
Saturday, June 17 • 3 p.m.

Vandalia Trail, Coatesville Trailhead
Does your family need some new activities to do while hiking or 
camping? Join a naturalist for a walk while we play games and try 
hands-on activities to keep your family engaged while outdoors. 
This is a great program for families and for scouts and scout 
leaders.
Hiking terrain info: easy level of difficulty; paved trail; up to 1 mile.

RECOMMENDED FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND • NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION:  1 HOUR

Firefly Night Hike
Friday, June 23 • 9:15 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
Learn why fireflies flash—and never have to pay an electric bill! 
After a short presentation, catch and release these bioluminescent 
insects on a guided hike through firefly habitat. Luminate the path 
with glow bracelets, and you’ll have the option of purchasing some 
bug catching tools when registering online.
Hiking terrain info: moderate to difficult level of difficulty; gravel 
and natural surfaces in the dark; up to 2 miles.

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 8 THROUGH ADULT. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN WHO IS REGISTERED FOR THE 

PROGRAM AND ABLE TO WALK THE TRAILS.
FEE: $3/PERSON

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 19
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION:  1.5 HOURS

Photo by Fer Gregory
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Tackle and Bait for Loan
Saturday, July 8 • 10 a.m. to noon

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Did you forget your fishing poles and bait AGAIN? We’ve got you 
covered! Borrow a pole and bait from the on-site naturalist. Enjoy 
some fish activities even if you don’t want to get your hands wet 
and slimy. NOTE: State law requires fishing licenses for anyone 
age 18+ who is actively fishing. If you are simply assisting your 
junior angler, no license is required. Meet at the fishing dock.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

FREE TO ATTEND
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS (ONGOING)

Natural Boat Regatta
Saturday, June 24 • 1 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
Build your own mini raft to sail down Big Walnut Creek. Wrap twine 
around some sticks, use a leaf for a sail, or something completely 
different. The choice is yours! Set sail from the sand bar to the 
historic bridge over Big Walnut Creek where our 2023 Regatta 
champion will be crowned!

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. YOUNGER CHILDREN WILL NEED ASSISTANCE FROM 
THEIR FAMILY.

FEE: $5/PROJECT
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JUNE 15
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Summer Fun Run
Wednesday, June 28 • 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Vandalia Trail, Amo Trailhead 
The Parks Foundation of Hendricks County’s Summer Fun Run 
Series is back for 2023! Enjoy an untimed stroll or run with 
family and friends at your convenience anytime between June 
27 and July 3 on the Vandalia Trail! Start at the Amo trailhead 
(see page 3 for address). We will offer a short and a long course 
to run or walk on the paved trail, which is ideal for wheelchairs, 
standard strollers, bicycles, scooters, and roller blades/skates. On 
June 28 between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m., we’ll have staff on-site 
with ice cold water for you to cool down with when you’re done 
if you’d like to complete your run or walk at that time. Please call 
our Weather Hotline at (317) 718-6111 for any weather-related 
concerns. 

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES 
VISIT PFOHC.ORG FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS (ONGOING)

What Does the Bird Say?
Saturday, July 1 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

You can’t see the bird, but you can hear it. Maybe birds are just 
beginning to pique your interest, and “birding” sounds too scientific 
for you. Join a naturalist and Roger Hedge, retired Indiana DNR 
ecologist, for a gateway into learning about birds: mnemonics.  Say 
what?! “Nuh·maa·nuhks.” Bird mnemonics are the memory phrases 
that many birders use to help them remember the songs of different 
bird species. We’ll learn about bird 
communication, bird sounds, 
resources for learning bird songs, 
practice identifying birds at the park 
through listening, and…learn some 
bird mnemonics to introduce you 
to our backyard neighbors. Meet at 
Firefly Shelter.

Hiking terrain info: easy level of 
difficulty; gravel and natural surfaces; 
up to ½ mile

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 8 THROUGH ADULT
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR
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Nature Journaling 101
Saturday, July 15 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Does drawing intimidate you? Did you forget what flower you saw 
on that hike last autumn that you want to see in the summer? Have 
you been in a park without cell service and want to know the name 
of the tree that you saw? Nature Journaling 101 is the answer to all 
of those questions and more! Join a naturalist to learn how easy it is 
to start your own nature journal. Rules (or lack thereof!) for nature 
journaling, ideas of what to include, and practice entry prompts will 
be shared to develop a closer connection to nature. You do not need 
to be an artist or have a head full of knowledge about nature to 
register! Meet at Firefly Shelter.
RECOMMENDED FOR TEENS AND ADULTS. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST BE 

ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.
FEE: $15/PERSON, WHICH INCLUDES A KIT OF: NATURE JOURNAL, ASSORTED WRITING 

UTENSILS, STICKERS, AND ACCESSORIES.
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JULY 5
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR

Summer Fun Run
Wednesday, July 19 • 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
The Parks Foundation of Hendricks County’s Summer Fun Run 
Series is back for 2023! Enjoy an untimed stroll or run with 
family and friends at your convenience between July 18 and 24 
at McCloud Nature Park! We will offer a short and a long course 
to run or walk on trails with gravel and natural surfaces. (Trails 
are not conducive to standard strollers. Jogging strollers with 
larger tires are a better option.) We’ll have staff on-site on July 19 
between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. with ice cold water for you to cool 
down with when you’re done if you’d like to complete your run or 
walk at that time. Please call our Weather Hotline at (317) 718-
6111 for any weather-related concerns. 

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES 
VISIT PFOHC.ORG FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS (ONGOING) 

Painting in the Park
Saturday, July 22 • 2 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
Enjoy the air conditioning while 
painting these beautiful flowers. 
Instructor Sherri Weir provides an 
enjoyable experience while also 
giving instructions and lots of 
encouragement. Amateur artists and 
more experienced ones will be sure 
to take away a beautiful painting. 
These painting sessions fill quickly so 
don’t delay in registering!

RECOMMENDED FOR TEENS AND ADULTS
FEE: $25/PERSON

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JULY 18
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Early Risers
Saturday, July 29 • 6:15 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Don’t push snooze on your alarm clock this morning! Grab yourself 
a cup of coffee and rise to the occasion! Meet at the disc golf 
parking lot and hike with a naturalist to the top of the 30-foot-
tall sledding hill. NOTE: this hike will be steep and on possibly 
wet grass!  We will watch the sun rise. After some moments of 
serenity, we’ll look over the park and discuss the various habitats 
and park features. You can enjoy some more peaceful moments at 
the top or hike back down. Be sure to bring your camera, journal, 
and that coffee! The park is usually closed prior to dawn, so 
register soon to reserve your spot for this unique opportunity.
Hiking terrain info: strenuous level of difficulty; grass surface, 
possibly wet; steep ascent and descent; up to 1 mile.
APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST ATTEND WITH 

A PARENT OR GUARDIAN WHO CAN MAKE THE STRENUOUS HIKE.
FEE: $3/PERSON • ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JULY 25

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 45 MINUTES

Green Cleaning
Saturday, July 29 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park 
Join the Hendricks County Recycling District to learn how to identify 
and dispose of household hazardous materials and then “make and 
take” your own alternative green cleaners using non-toxic, natural 

materials.
RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 8 THROUGH ADULT

FREE TO ATTEND
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY JULY 25 (SEE HENDRICKSCOUNTYPARKS.ORG)

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR
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STEAM Challenge: Build a Toy Zipline
Saturday, Aug. 5 • 10 a.m. to noon

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Can you build a mini zipline to transport your action figure? Will it 
work the first time, or can you make it better? Who can build the 
fastest mini zipline? This is sure to be a morning of fun for the toys 
(and for the kids too)! Bring your own toy action figure or small 
stuffie, or use one of our toys. Meet at the playground.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS (ONGOING)

Native Landscaping Tour
Tuesday, Aug. 8 • 6 p.m.

Private properties in Danville and Clayton
Interested in giving native landscaping a try but want some 
ideas of where to start? Join us for this tour of privately-owned 
properties in Danville and Clayton to see the wide variety of goals 
and objectives of these homeowners. Native landscaping can be 
an attractive privacy screen, or it can encompass acres. Listen to 
these local native plant enthusiasts as they share how they got 
started and what resources they used. Light refreshments will be 
provided.
Each location may be approximately a 1-hour tour, and start times 
are approximate. 
Participants must provide their own transportation. Addresses of 
the tour locations will be provided to registered participants a few 
days prior to the tour.

RECOMMENDED FOR ADULTS, BUT CHILDREN ARE WELCOME
FREE TO ATTEND

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED (SEE HENDRICKSCOUNTYPARKS.ORG FOR LINK)
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS

Catch & Cook
Tuesday, Aug. 8 • 5:30 p.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Join park naturalists and Clint Kowalik (owner of Go Fishin with 
Clint) for an evening of fishing and cooking fish. We’ll wet a line 
in the ponds at the park, then learn how to filet and prepare fish 
for cooking. We’ll cook our catch and taste the freshly cooked fish! 
This program is held outdoors, so dress for the weather. NOTE: 
State law requires fishing licenses for anyone age 18+ who is 
actively fishing. If you are simply assisting your junior angler, no 
license is required. Meet at Bluegill Shelter.

RECOMMENDED FOR TEENS AND ADULTS
FEE: $10/PERSON

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY AUG. 1
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Summer Fun Run
Wednesday, Aug. 9 • 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park 
The Parks Foundation of Hendricks County’s Summer Fun Run 
Series is back for 2023! Enjoy an untimed stroll or run with 
family and friends at your convenience anytime between Aug. 8 
and Aug. 14 at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park! We will offer a short 
and a long course to run or walk on trails with gravel and natural 
surfaces. (Trails are not conducive to standard strollers. Jogging 
strollers with larger tires are a better option.) On Aug. 4 between 
4:30 and 6:30 p.m., we’ll have staff on-site with ice cold water 
for you to cool down with when you’re done if you’d like to 
complete your run or walk at that time. Please call our Weather 
Hotline at (317) 718-6111 for any weather-related concerns. 

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES 
VISIT PFOHC.ORG FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS (ONGOING)
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Pollinator Party
Saturday, Aug. 26 • 1-4 p.m.

McCloud Nature Park
Join us in celebrating all pollinators! Kids, decorate your own 
butterfly or bee wings and craft your own antennae to wear while 
you flit between the festival activities! Visitors of all ages and all 
skills will enjoy the Pollinator Paint-Out! Try your hand at guessing 
some of the products that pollinators gift us. Make wildflower 
seed balls to plant at home or launch into the McCloud prairie! 
View the observation beehives, meet honeybees and beekeepers. 
Learn the importance of native wildflowers while enjoying the 
vibrant prairie! Purchase some bee projects and enjoy food from 
local food vendors.
ALLERGY ALERT: as with any visit to the outdoors, it is possible 
to come into contact with live bees and/or other stinging insects.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 3 HOURS (ONGOING)

Turtle Snapshot
Saturday, Aug. 12 • 2 p.m

McCloud Nature Park
Join the naturalists and the Nature Center turtles for their Saturday 
Spa Day!  The program will include fun facts about turtles of 
McCloud Nature Park, selfies with a turtle, and a turtle care 
demonstration.

APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES
FREE TO ATTEND

NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 1 HOUR

Archery: Adults Only
Tuesday, Aug. 15 • 6 p.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Are you interested in trying archery but don’t want to be in a 
class with a bunch of kids? This introductory class is just for you! 
One hour will be spent on developing your form in a safe manner 
without arrows. A bow string training aid will be provided so that 
you can continue to practice your form at home. The rest of the 
session will be spent practicing with bows and arrows. Meet at 
Bluegill Shelter.

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 17 THROUGH ADULT 
FEE: $5/PERSON

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY AUG. 12
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS

Archery: My Buddy & Me
Saturday, Aug. 19 • 10 a.m.

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park
Try archery with your younger buddy! Archery can build the 

confidence of young people, and it’s a great way to build a better 
connection with your buddy. One hour will be spent on developing 

your form in a safe manner without arrows. A bow string training aid 
will be provided so that you can continue to practice your form at 

home. The rest of the session will be spent practicing with bows and 
arrows. All equipment will be provided. Meet at Bluegill Shelter.

RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 9 THROUGH ADULT. CHILDREN MUST REGISTER AND ATTEND 
WITH A REGISTERED ADULT. THE MINIMUM AGE RECOMMENDATION IS DUE TO THE 

PHYSICAL STRENGTH NEEDED TO DRAW A BOW AND FOR THE CONCENTRATION AND 
MATURITY REQUIRED TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS.

FEE: $5/PERSON
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY AUG. 15
APPROXIMATE PROGRAM DURATION: 2 HOURS
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HENDRICKS COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION TEAR-OUT EVENT CALENDAR

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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JUNE
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MAY
ANIMAL TALES | VULTURE VIEW  | SEE PAGE 14

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Election Day 
Main Office closed

Fitness in the Park
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

8:30 a.m.
Fish of Big Walnut Creek 
McCloud Nature Park, 1 p.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

2-4 p.m. (ongoing)

Build Your Own Rain 
Barrel (ARR*)

Porter Farm, 6 p.m.

Junior Anglers (ARR*)
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

10 a.m.
Take Your Parents to the 

Park (ARR*)
McCloud Nature Park, 1 p.m.

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride 
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Tadpole Time: Taking Time 
to Sense Nature (ARR*) 

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m.

Tadpole Time: Taking Time 
to Sense Nature (ARR*)
McCloud Nature Park, 10 a.m.

Touch a Truck
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. (ongoing)

McCloud 20th Anniversary
Hendricks County Senior Center, 

12:30 p.m.
Wild Play Wednesdays 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

2-4 p.m. (ongoing)

13

Homeschool Ecology 
Series: Water Experiments 

(ARR*)
McCloud Nature Park, 10 a.m.

Homeschool Ecology 
Series: Groundwater 

Hydrology (ARR*)
McCloud Nature Park, 1 p.m.

Evening Under the Stars 
(ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 6 p.m.
Astronomy

McCloud Nature Park, 9 p.m.

Memorial Day 
Main Office closed

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Fitness in the Park
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

8:30 a.m.
Family Fishing Derby

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 9 a.m.

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
 Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

ANIMAL TALES | FISH IS FISH | SEE PAGE 14

9

Bike Parade
 Vandalia Trail – Amo, 4 p.m.

Painting in the Park 
(ARR*)

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 2 p.m.

Summer Day Camp: Get 
Messy (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 9-11 

a.m. (ongoing)
Basic Car Maintenance for 

Women (ARR*)
Avon Jiffy Lube, 5 p.m.

Summer Day Camp: Get 
Messy (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Take Your Parents to the 
Park (ARR*)

 W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m.

Becoming an Outdoor 
Family

Vandalia Trail – Coatesville, 3 p.m.

Summer Day Camp: 
Art Splash (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 10 a.m. 
or 1 p.m.

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
 Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Family Nature Night: You 
Can Be a Scientist!

Plainfiled Library, 5:30 p.m.
Summer Solstice

Summer Day Camp: Art 
Splash (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Firefly Night Hike (ARR*)
McCloud Nature Park, 9:15 p.m.

Natural Boat Regatta 
(ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 1 p.m.
Astronomy

 McCloud Nature Park, 9 p.m.

Summer Day Camp: 
Birds (ARR*) 

McCloud Nature Park,  
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

9-11 a.m. (ongoing)
Fireflies

Hendricks County Senior Center, 
12:30 p.m.

Summer Fun Run
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 4:30-6:30 

p.m. (ongoing)

Summer Day Camp: Birds 
(ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.
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TEAR-OUT EVENT CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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AUGUST

*ARR = Advance Registration Required, register online at:  www.HendricksCountyParks.org.     
For full descriptions and registration information, please refer to: pages 4-11 for family programs; page 14 for library programs, and page 15 for Summer Nature Day Camps.

Fitness in the Park
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

8:30 a.m.
What Does the Bird Say?

 W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 10 a.m.

Independence Day
 Main Office closed

ANIMAL TALES | LOUSY ROTTEN STINKIN’ GRAPES | SEE PAGE 14

Tackle & Bait for Loan 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m. – noon (ongoing)

Summer Day Camp: Game 
On! (ARR*)

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park,

 9-11 a.m. (ongoing)

Summer Day Camp: Game 
On! (ARR*)

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Nature Journaling 101 
(ARR*)

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m.

Summer Day Camp: 
Aquabenders (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Summer Fun Run
McCloud Nature Park, 

4:30-6:30 p.m. (ongoing)

Summer Day Camp: 
Aquabenders (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 
10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Painting in the Park 
(ARR*), 

McCloud Nature Park, 2 p.m
Astronomy

McCloud Nature Park, 9 p.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 9-11 

a.m. (ongoing)
Water Quality

Hendricks County Senior Center, 
12:30 p.m.

Early Risers (ARR*)
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

6:15 a.m.
Green Cleaning (ARR*),

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m.

ANIMAL TALES | IN THE TREES, HONEY BEES | SEE PAGE 14

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
 Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Fitness in the Park
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

8:30 a.m.
STEAM Challenge: Build a 

Toy Zipline
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m. – noon (ongoing)

Catch & Cook (ARR*)
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

5:30 p.m.
Native Landscaping Tour 

(ARR*) 
Danville and Clayton, 6 p.m.

Tadpole Time: Butterflies 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 10 a.m.

Wild Play Wednesdays
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

2-4 p.m. (ongoing)
Summer Fun Run

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
4:30-6:30 p.m. (ongoing)

Tadpole Time: 
Butterflies (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 10 a.m.
Turtle Snapshot

McCloud Nature Park, 2 p.m.

Archery: Adults Only (ARR*)
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 6 p.m.
Vandalia Trail Bike Ride

Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.

Homeschool Ecology 
Series: Insects (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 10 a.m.
Homeschool Ecology 

Series: Native Wildflowers 
& Pollinators (ARR*)

McCloud Nature Park, 1 p.m.

Archery: My Buddy
 & Me (ARR*)

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
10 a.m.

Pollinators 
Hendricks County Senior Center, 

12:30 p.m.
Wild Play Wednesdays
 W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 

2-4 p.m. (ongoing)

Pollinator Party
McCloud Nature Park, 

1-4 p.m. (ongoing)
Astronomy

McCloud Nature Park, 8:30 p.m.

Vandalia Trail Bike Ride
Vandalia Trail – Amo, 6:30 p.m.
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Our Park Naturalists and volunteers come to your local 
library each month to share a story about a native 

animal and lead a craft or activity. These programs are 
FREE to attend and are most appropriate for 

preschool to upper elementary age children. Advance 
registration is required by contacting your library.  

Join us for Animal Tales!Join us for Animal Tales!

MAY
Vulture View 

by April Pulley Sayre

Turkey vultures soar on the balmy 
air, looking for their next stinky 
feast. These birds don’t hunt―
they like their food to be already 
dead, and their eating habits 
serve a very important ecological 
role. Vultures are part of nature’s 
clean-up crew. In her signature 
poetic, energetic style, acclaimed 
nature writer April Pulley Sayre 
introduces young readers to the 
world of the turkey vulture. The 
gorgeous illustrations by Caldecott 
Honor-winning artist Steve 
Jenkins capture these birds in all 
their surprising majesty.

JUNE
Fish is Fish 
by Leo Lionni

Two best friends, a minnow 
and a tadpole, are practically 
inseparable until the tadpole 
grows legs and decides to explore 
the world beyond the pond. When 
the tadpole, now a frog, returns to 
tell his friend of the extraordinary 
things he’s seen, the minnow, 
now a fish, tries to follow in his 
footsteps, but quickly finds that 
land is not what he expected. 
Friendship truly saves the day in 
this imaginative tale of a fish out 
of water.

JULY
Lousy Rotten Stinkin’ Grapes 

by Margie Palatini

 In Palatini’s humorous take 
on Aesop’s “The Fox and the 
Grapes,” Fox enlists Bear, Beaver, 
Porcupine, and Possum to help 
grab some out-of-reach fruit. 
Concocting an elaborate scheme, 
Fox ignores the other animals’ 
simpler, sounder solutions. 
Moser’s considered watercolors 
humorously show realistic-looking 
creatures displaying human 
responses, from calculating to 
exasperated.

AUGUST
In the Trees, Honey Bees 

by Lori Mortensen

Inside the hive views of a wild 
colony of honey bees offer close 
ups of the queen, the cells, 
even bee eggs. Simple verse 
will engage a young child, 
while sidebars with fascinating 
information satisfy the somewhat 
older child. Parents, teachers, and 
kids will love this picture book. 
The detailed art shimmers with 
life, highlighting each hair or grain 
of pollen on the bees. A wild hive 
in a tree in her own backyard 
served as a model for the artist! 

CLAYTON-LIBERTY TWP Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Call library at (317) 539-2991 to register in advance

June 6, Aug. 1 

MONROVIA Tuesdays at 1 p.m. 
Call library at (317) 996-4307 to register in advance

June 6, Aug. 1 

BROWNSBURG Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 
Call library at (317) 852-3167 to register in advance

May 3, June 7, July 5, Aug. 2

JAMESTOWN Thursdays at 3 p.m. 
Call library at (765) 676-6190 to register in advance 

May 4, June 8, July 6, Aug. 3

ROACHDALE Thursdays at 4 p.m. 
Call library at (765) 522-1491 to register in advance 

June 8, July 6, Aug. 3

AVON Fridays at 2 p.m. 
Call library at (317) 272-4818 to register in advance

May 5, June 9, July 7, Aug. 4

DANVILLE Fridays at 4 p.m. 
      Call library at (317) 745-2604 to register in advance

May 5, June 9, July 7, Aug. 4

Find your location!

THE HOME PLACE • BY J. DREW LANHAM
“In me, there is the red of miry clay, the brown of spring floods, the gold 
of ripening tobacco. I am, in the deepest sense, colored.” From these fertile 
soils—of love, land, identity, family, and race—emerges The Home Place, a 
big-hearted, unforgettable memoir by ornithologist J. Drew Lanham.

Dating back to slavery, Edgefield County, South Carolina—a place “easy 
to pass by on the way to somewhere else”—has been home to generations 
of Lanhams. In The Home Place, readers meet these extraordinary people, 
including Drew himself, who over the course of the 1970s falls in love with 
the natural world around him. As his passion takes flight, however, he 
begins to ask what it means to be “the rare bird, the oddity”—to find joy and 
freedom in the same land his ancestors were tied to by forced labor, and then 
to be a black man in a profoundly white field.

By turns angry, funny, elegiac, and 
heartbreaking, The Home Place is a remarkable 
meditation on nature and belonging, at once a 
deeply moving memoir and riveting exploration 
of the contradictions of Black identity in the 
rural South—and in America today.

Dr. J. Drew Lanham is a professor of wildlife 
at Clemson University, where he holds an 
endowed chair as an Alumni Distinguished 
Professor and was named an Alumni Master 
Teacher in 2012. Lanham received his B.A. and M.S. in 
Zoology, and his Ph.D. in Forest Resources, from Clemson.

RECOMMENDED READING FOR ADULTS
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Summer is the Perfect 
Time to Explore Nature!

Summer days and fun have arrived at McCloud Nature Park 
and W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park! It’s time to register for our 
Summer Day Camps to be held in June and July.

Each week of Summer Day Camps has a different theme, with 
camps designed for kids ages 2 to 5 and their parent or guardian 
held on Tuesdays, and camps for kids ages 6 to 10 on Thursdays. 

Choose a morning camp (10 a.m. to noon) or an afternoon 
camp (1 to 3 p.m.) on the date of the camps that interest you.

For Tuesday camps, a $12 registration fee covers a camper and 
parent or guardian. For Thursday camps, registration is $15 per 
camper. Advance registration is required, and our camps fill up 
very quickly, so register early!

Our 2023 Summer Day Camps at McCloud Nature Park take place in June and July!

CAMP 2-5 YEARS OLD WITH ADULT ($12) 6-10 YEARS OLD ($15)
Get Messy Tuesday, June 13 Thursday, June 15
Art Splash Tuesday, June 20 Thursday, June 22

Birds Tuesday, June 27 Thursday, June 29
Game On!* Tuesday, July 11 Thursday, July 13

Aquabenders Tuesday, July 18 Thursday, July 20

GET MESSY: Time to get your hands dirty! Make mud 
pies, paint with sticks, and play games that WILL earn a 
few grass stains. Bring a change of clothes for this one!
ART SPLASH: Did you know that nature has inspired 
many artists over the years? We will take a splash into 
many different art styles for this camp like watercolors and 
sketching to name a few.
BIRDS: Bird, Bird, Bird is the Word… You guessed it. 
This camp is all about birds! We will go on a bird hike and 
have some feathery fun activities and a bird craft. Practice 
using binoculars to spot birds in the trees!
GAME ON!: Get your game on at this camp! We will be 
playing all kinds of human-sized games including Checkers 
and Tic-Tac-Toe! *This event at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park.
AQUABENDERS: What lives in Big Walnut Creek? 
Uncover the mysterious and strange benthic 
macroinvertebrates hiding in the water. Closed-toe, water-
suitable shoes are required. A towel and change of clothes 
are recommended.

TEENS, BE A COUNSELOR-IN-TRAINING!
Hey teens! Are you between the ages of 13 and 17 
years old? Would you like to spend some time with 
us this summer out at McCloud Nature Park and 

help with our summer day camps? Then you might 
be interested in our 2023 Counselor-in-Training (CIT) 

Program!

Our CIT program is designed to help teens learn 
valuable life skills, work responsibilities, and 

leadership skills through hands-on experience with 
our parks and recreation staff.

Summer 2023 • 15
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Saturday, May 20, 2023 | 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

RC vehicles!Emergency
vehicles!

Heavy
equipment!

Food
trucks!

Parks
vehicles!

FREE!

In partnership with

And
more!
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You are invited to McCloud Nature 
Park’s 20th anniversary celebration!

McCloud Nature Park opened to the 
public on May 3, 2003, and we are 
celebrating 20 years together with 
festivities for the entire month of May. 
Join us as we honor McCloud Nature 
Park’s past, present, and future!

#MCCLOUDIS20 SOCIAL MEDIA BLITZ! 
If you haven’t done so already, follow us on FB and Instagram. Share your memories of McCloud 

Nature Park at #mccloudis20. Follow #mcloudis20 on Instagram and/or visit our website at 
www.hendrickscountyparks.org for additional event information and updates.

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
MCCLOUD BIRTHDAY CHALLENGE

McCloud Birthday Challenge scavenger hunt! Complete each weekly challenge in May to earn four unique 
badges as you hunt for clues hiking the trails of McCloud. Are you up for the challenge?

EVENING UNDER THE STARS
Saturday, May 27 • 6 PM 

Join us for an enchanting evening under the stars as we close the 
celebration with a campfire dinner and gourmet s’mores! Gather around 
the campfire to learn some history and share stories while making new 
memories to put in the record books.

Cost: $15/registrant (those under the age of 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult); Advanced registration required by Saturday, May 17 for 
the Campfire Dinner

Following the campfire dinner stick around and learn how to use 
powerful telescopes provided by The Indiana Astronomical Society to 
stargaze in the night sky from telescope viewing stations. The astronomy program will begin at 9 p.m. 

Summer 2023 • 17
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JUNIOR
E PLORERS

18 • www.HendricksCountyParks.org

• Sunflower seeds contain oil that is considered 
equal to olive or almond oil for table use.

• Sunflowers practice the process of heliotropism, 
which means they follow the movement of the 
sun across the sky from east to west. 

• Sunflower heads are made up of thousands of 
tiny flowers. 

• Sunflowers are one of the fastest growing plants 
and can grow anywhere from 3 to 12 feet within 
6 months.

• A single sunflower can have up to 2000 seeds.
• Sunflowers are native to North America
• Sunflowers are the symbol of faith, loyalty, and 

adoration.

Sunflower Facts 
According to Bee Culture, The Magazine of American Beekeeping, sunflowers produce a 

large amount of pollen and nectar making them relatively attractive to bees throughout the 
day. Pollen from sunflowers has been found to boost the immune systems of bumble bees 

protecting them against infectious agents, such as bacteria, viruses, and fungus.

Research on sunflower pollination indicates 
that honeybees are the primary pollinators.

Sunflower seeds are a good source of vitamin 
E, protein, and other nutrients.

MAY 30
Water a 

Flower Day 
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Tadpole Time
Young children are naturally curious!  Encourage 

their curiosity through fun and interactive 
introductions to nature during our Tadpole Time 

programs!  Each session will focus on a different topic 
and feature native animals, stories, crafts, nature 
exploration, and ideas for continuing exploration at 
home!  Identical sessions are offered at W.S. Gibbs 
Memorial Park and McCloud Nature Park!  Dress for 
the weather as these sessions take place outside.

Recommended for ages 2-5 years old with parent/
guardian (older siblings ages 6-7 are welcome to 
register also if 
they want to 
participate). $3/
child

Summer 2023 • 19

TAKING TIME TO SENSE NATURE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 • 10 AM

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

THURSDAY, MAY 18 • 10 AM 
McCloud Nature Park

I spy with my little eyes!  Do you hear the wind?  Don’t 
touch the poison ivy!  We use our senses to learn about 

nature…all the time!  Come spend a morning with a 
naturalist to experience the park using your tadpole’s 
senses while learn how animals at the park use their 

senses. 

*This program will include a short walk on natural 
surfaces; accommodations can be made with advanced 

notice.  

BUTTERFLIES
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 • 10 AM 

 W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10•10 AM
McCloud Nature Park

Did you know that butterflies can’t hear?  Or that they 
taste with their feet?  Tadpoles will learn some fun facts 

about these pollinators and why they’re more than 
beautiful colors. We’ll pretend, create, and rejoice in these 

insects.

We love all of our guests and want everyone to 
feel welcome regardless of sexual orientation, 

gender, race, ability, or political/religious affiliation. 
Our parks are here to provide a respite from the 

conflict, stress and anxiety of today’s world, so we 
encourage everyone from all walks 

of life to find peace through the beauty and 
tranquility of nature.

 If you feel unwelcome at our parks, or if you 
need assistance in enjoying what we have to offer, 

please feel free to contact our office at 
hcparks@hcparks.net or at (317) 718-6188.
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WATER EXPERIMENTS
FRIDAY, MAY 26 • 10 AM

Water is amazing!  It is important for all living beings, it 
dissolves many substances, it sticks together, objects float 

on it, and it is also attracted to other surfaces!  Explore 
water through experiments, games, and by building mini 

rafts.

GROUNDWATER HYDROLOGY
FRIDAY, MAY 26 •  1 PM

Where does our drinking water come from?  It 
comes out of the faucet, but where does it 

really come from?  Many of our homes and 
towns rely on groundwater for safe drinking 
water.  Discover how the water gets there, 

why springs form, and what happens 
when groundwater gets polluted through 

mapping, experiments, and games.

HOMESCHOOL ECOLOGY 
AT MCCLOUD NATURE PARK
Homeschool students are invited to join Hendricks County Park Naturalists

 for ecology lessons at McCloud Nature Park!

The Homeschool Ecology series provides hands-on, age-
appropriate, interactive activities about ecology topics. This 
series is developed and taught by our Senior Park Naturalist 

who was homeschooled. The programs are designed to build on each 
other, but students may register for the lessons that interest them and fit 
their schedules. Sessions are available in May and August.

Please contact Senior Park Naturalist Sarah Wolf at (765) 676-5437 or 
swolf@hcparks.net for additional information.

The morning sessions are for ages 6-11 ($5/student); younger siblings 
under age 6 are free.

The afternoon sessions have separate sessions for ages 12-18 ($10/
older student) AND younger siblings ages 6-11 ($5/younger student); 
younger siblings under age 6 are free.

Advance registration required. Sessions are approximately two 
hours.

INSECTS
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 •  10 AM

Insects come in a variety of colors and have 
specific roles, but all true insects have three body 

parts, six legs, and an exoskeleton.  Catch (and 
release) bugs while learning some insect ID! Play 

games to learn about the roles that these amazing 
creatures play.  Everyone is invited back for the FREE 

Pollinator Party on Saturday, August 26th!  

NATIVE WILDFLOWERS AND 
POLLINATORS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 • 1 PM
Flowers and pollinators have adapted to benefit each 

other.  Conduct field studies to observe pollinator 
interactions with flowers, complete flower dissections, 

and play a game to discover why it is important to plant 
native wildflowers.  Everyone is invited back for the FREE 

Pollinator Party on Saturday, August 26!

20 • www.HendricksCountyParks.org
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FAVORITE THINGS:

SARAH WOLF I love connecting kids and 
families to our local Nature.  We might not 
have the Amazon rainforest, but Hoosier 
Nature is spectacular, and sometimes we 
all need a little help seeing this.  One of my 
favorite activities to teach are my monthly 
homeschool series.  I enjoy incorporating 
my hobbies into park activities such as 
geocaching.  And when we conduct prescribed 
prairie burns, I’ve been able to serve on the 
fire crew!  THAT is such an adrenaline rush!

JOE LEMBO I love getting people of all ages 
playing out in nature. Some of my favorite 
activities to do is create different nature 
games and recreation activities to help park 
visitors connect with nature.  Fun fact: did 
you know that a squirrel’s heart beats at 250 
beats per minute?  The squirrel is one of my 
favorite animals to educate teach about.

LINDA NICHOLS I love watching kids 
discover and learn new knowledge about 
nature.  That lightbulb moment that can be 
seen by the gleam in their eyes encourages 
me to keep learning more myself!  This said, 
it is probably no surprise that Tadpole Time, 
Animal Tales, & school outreach programs 
are my favorite programming to provide.  

However, there are some rather cool activities 
that I get to do as a naturalist, such as be 
present for a prescribed prairie burn, care for 
turtles, and play in the mud.

JOY FULK I enjoy empowering everyone 
to see the wonders of the natural world we 
live in through various “glasses”.  Seeing 
beauty in the simple things and alternately 
seeing simplicity in complex organisms. By 
incorporating the creative arts or games, 
all people experience nature not just the 
“scientist”.  I desire to stimulate a sense 
of awe and curiosity as people explore and 
participate in the world around them. 

RANDOM THINGS:

SARAH We learn all sorts of new skills 
working in parks.  I’ve driven a snowplow, 
used a blow torch, designed racecourses, …

JOE When I first started working for Hendricks 
County Parks and Recreation, I did not 
expect to learn some unique skills, such as 
beekeeping and designing active games for 
the public. As a naturalist, I’m always learning 
something new every day.

LINDA I have been volunteering and taking 
part in various educational opportunities for 

the last 15 years to arrive at this point in my 
professional life.  However, I am continually 
surprised at how lessons and tasks learned 
in my previous jobs in the funeral profession 
and early childhood education are beneficial 
to this career.  

JOY A take-home reminder of the day’s 
“learning opportunity” provide visitors a 
tool to describe an element of what they 
experienced in nature.  Using technology and 
fostering a love for being in nature do no need 
to be exclusive of each other.  A meaningful 
use of technology may include becoming 
involved in community science opportunities 
or geocaching.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
WHAT IT TAKES TO WORK IN 
PARKS?

Are you looking to switch careers?  Or do you 
have a young person in your life who might 
enjoy a career in parks and recreation?  Drop 
by the McCloud Nature Center or catch one of 
our naturalists before or after a program, and 
we’d be more than happy to chat with you 
about this.  Volunteering is a great way to get 
started.  To inquire about volunteering, email 
us at volunteer@hcparks.net.  

We took some time to interview our naturalists; they shared some of 
their favorite aspects of their jobs and some surprises. Each day is different, 

which keeps things exciting and interesting.
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BUZZ ON OVER TO MCCLOUD NATURE PARK AS WE CELEBRATE ALL POLLINATORS!

22 • www.HendricksCountyParks.org

Saturday, August 26 • 1pm to 4pm
This event is free and fun for everyone!

Allergy alert: as with any visit to the 
outdoors, it is possible to encounter live 
bees and/or other stinging insects. 

Decorate your own butterfly or bee 
wings and craft your own antenna to 
wear while you flit between the festival 
activities!  

Pollinator Paint-out!  

Meet local beekeepers and view 
honeybees while they are busy at work 
making honey in our live observation 
Bee House!  

DIY wildflower seed balls  

Learn about native wildflowers while 
enjoying the vibrant prairie!  

Purchase some bee products 
and enjoy food from local 
food vendors.
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Join our naturalists at the Senior Center in Danville on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. for a FREE 
nature-themed program! 

These programs take place during lunch at the Senior Center, and 
donations are accepted for lunch. The Senior Center partners with 

the Central Indiana Council on Aging (CICOA) to provide the meals. 
CICOA’s paperwork must be completed upon your first visit. Lunch 
is prepared by Hendricks Regional Health Hospital. To make a lunch 
reservation, please call (317) 910-5356 by 11 a.m. on the day before the 
program.

PROGRAMS AT THE SENIOR CENTER
Hendricks County Parks & Recreation is teaming up with Hendricks County Senior Services 

to bring FREE programs to the Senior Center in Danville!

MCCLOUD 20TH ANNIVERSARY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
It is the 20th anniversary of McCloud Nature Park this year!  But McCloud 
is a mix of old and new. There was a private McCloud Park in the same 
location in the 1930’s, and evidence can still be seen along some of the 
trails. Learn how the current McCloud Nature Park came to be with a 
Hendricks County Park naturalist.

FIREFLIES
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28  
Fireflies, lightning bugs, glow worms, whatever you call them, they are 
one of the very few living organisms that produces light. Why do they do 
that? Discover that answer and have more mysteries revealed about these 
tiny creatures with a Hendricks County Park naturalist.

WATER QUALITY
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26
Healthy streams are important for wildlife and for recreation. Did you 
know that the types of bugs that live in the creek can tell you a lot about 
water quality? The presence or absence of certain aquatic insects can give 
you an idea about health of the stream. Fish aren’t very good indicators 
because they can swim to different areas if there is a water pollution 
problem. Learn about the relationship between good water quality and 
the aquatic bugs that live in our streams with a Hendricks County Park 
naturalist.

POLLINATORS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 • 12:30 PM 
Pollinators are pretty amazing! They pollinate our food and other plants for 
free. All pollinators, not just honeybees, need our help. Discover more about 
these insects and what we can and should do to help. A Hendricks County 
Park naturalist will share sweet secrets of these creatures. Join us for the 
FREE Pollinator Party on Saturday, August 26 at McCloud Nature Park!

Hendricks County Senior Services
www.hcseniors.org
(317) 745-4303

The Senior Center
1201 Sycamore Lane
Danville, IN 46122

CICOA
www.cicoa.org

(800) 432-2422
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As stewards of the natural world, it is our responsibility to reduce waste where 
possible. If you would prefer not to continue receiving The Explorer by mail, 

please contact us at hcparks@hcparks.net or at (317) 718-6188.
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JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF MCCLOUD NATURE PARK!

We are dedicating the entire month of May to honor 
McCloud Nature Park’s past, present, and future!

#McCloudis20

See page 17 for more information!

MCCLOUD’S 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY


